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Georgetown Divide Recreation District Sphere of Influence Update 
 
District Profile 
The Georgetown Divide RCD (GDRCD) was formed in 1953 under the provisions of the 
California Public Resources Code, Division 9, following a resolution of approval by the 
El Dorado County Board of Supervisors in 1956. It was organized to address resource 
management problems and promote sound management of natural resources in 
northern El Dorado County.   
 
Land Use Character 
GDRCD contains 345,060 acres and is located on the western slope of the Sierra 
Nevada, north of the South Fork of the American River and west of the crest of the 
Sierra. Over half the land east of Georgetown is federally owned and under the 
supervision of the Eldorado National Forest. The remainder of the land in this area is 
owned by private lumber companies and individuals, with some owned by the United 
States Bureau of Land Management and the United States Bureau of Reclamation. The 
land south and west of Georgetown is mostly privately owned and is used for livestock, 
orchards and some timber production. Recreational uses are increasing on these 
privately owned lands. 
 
Level of Service 
The GDRCD seems to be very efficiently operated with the current resources and 
staffing available. The district’s practice of sharing staff with the El Dorado County RCD 
allows both districts to minimize the duplication of administrative resources. In addition, 
GDRCD maintains a strong collaborative relationship with numerous local, state and 
federal agencies that are working toward a common goal of resource conservation 
within El Dorado County. By collectively pooling the distinctive resources and staff 
expertise of each agency, GDRCD is able to facilitate a broader level of programs and 
offer a greater variety of services than it would by working solely as an autonomous 
entity.  
 
Commission’s Policies and Guidelines 
LAFCO Policy 4.4 requires the Commission to review the following topics before making 
sphere of influence determinations. The Commission’s recent review of resource 
conservation districts addressed these requirements as noted below. All citations are 
from the Final Resource Conservation District Municipal Services Review, which is 
scheduled to be considered and adopted by the Commission on December 5, 2007. 
1. Service capacity, level and types of services currently provided by the agency, 

and areas where these services are provided 
Refer to pages 16-17, “Service Area;” page 17, “Map 3: Georgetown Divide 
Resource Conservation District;” page 19, “Growth and Population;” pages 19-20, 
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“Purpose;” page 20, “Cooperative Efforts;” pages 20-23, “Programs and Services;” 
page 23, “Infrastructure Needs and Deficiencies;” page 24, “Growth and Population 
Projections for the Affected Area;” and page 25, “Local Accountability and 
Governance.” 

2.  Financial capabilities and costs of service 
Refer to pages 17-18, “Funding;” page 18, “Table : Georgetown Divide Resource 
Conservation District Budget Summary;” page 24, “Financing Constraints and 
Opportunities;” page 24, “Cost Avoidance Opportunities and Shared Facilities;” and 
page 24, “Opportunities for Rate Restructuring.” 

3.  Topographic factors and areas of social and economic interdependencies  
Refer to pages 16-17, “Service Area;” page 19, “Growth and Population;” pages 42-
43, “Environmental Justice;” and page 43, “Table 10: Study Area Population by 
Race.”  

4.  Existing and planned land uses, land use plans and policies, consistency with 
county and city general plans, and projected growth in the affected area  
Refer to pages 16-17, “Service Area;” page 19, “Growth and Population;” and page 
24, “Growth and Population Projections for the Affected Area.”  

5.  Potential effects on agricultural and open space lands  
The goal of GDRCD is to promote the responsible stewardship of the natural 
resources within its service boundaries. This is accomplished, in part, by 
discouraging the premature conversion of agricultural, open space or forest land to 
urban uses. The services provided by the district protect farmland and the 
agriculture economy by assisting private landowners and local agencies in the 
efficient management of local natural resources.  
The 2004 General Plan directs unincorporated growth to already existing population 
centers or “community regions.” Therefore, it is reasonable to expect areas such as 
Georgetown, Garden Valley and Cool to be further developed to a medium or lesser 
density in the coming years. The “in-between” areas will most likely remain in an 
agricultural or open space use or be converted to low-density rural residential, if 
developed.   

6.  A description of the services that will be provided to any areas which may be 
added to the sphere and the timing and method for funding expansion of 
facilities or services  
No additional areas are proposed to be added to the GDRCD sphere of influence at 
this time. For information relating to the timing and method for funding expansion of 
facilities or services, refer to pages 16-17, “Service Area;” pages 17-18, “Funding;” 
page 19, “Growth and Population;” page 24, “Financing Constraints and 
Opportunities;” and page 24, “Government Structure Options.” 
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7. An analysis of the effects of a proposed sphere of influence on other agencies 

and their service capabilities: 
Refer to page 20, “Cooperative Efforts;” pages 20-23, “Programs and Services;” 
page 24, “Cost Avoidance Opportunities and Shared Facilities;” page 24, 
“Government Structure Options;” and pages 24-25, “Evaluation of Management 
Efficiencies.” 

 
DETERMINATIONS
In determining the sphere of influence for each local agency, Government Code 
§56425(e) requires the Commission to consider and prepare a written statement of 
determinations with respect to four factors. Staff recommends the following 
determinations for amending the sphere for GDRCD: 
 
1. The present and planned land uses in the area, including agricultural and open 

space lands. 
Present land use in the GDRCD area includes primarily low to medium-density 
residential, commercial, industrial, and agricultural related activities such as 
orchards, vineyards, livestock, and timber production. Primary residential areas 
within the district tend to follow along the major road arteries, with the heaviest 
concentration clustering in the communities of Georgetown, Garden Valley and Cool. 
Areas between these community regions are primarily agricultural and rural 
residential. Over half of the land within GDRCD, on the northern and eastern sides, 
is publicly owned by the US Forest Service. Future land uses are expected to remain 
relatively unchanged, with population growth consistent with the 2004 General Plan 
within already-established community regions.  
 

2.  The present and probable need for public facilities and services in the area. 
GDRCD serves an estimated population of 16,600 people and has experienced an 
amplified demand for services due to growth in the County’s population and an 
increased awareness of, and demand for, the districts’ educational programs. This 
is, in part, due to increasing regulatory programs to comply with local and state 
regulations. As more development occurs on the western slope, discretionary 
permits will require that more resource conservation practices are implemented to 
minimize their effects on the local environment. As the county's population grows 
further, so will the demands on the district. In particular, GDRCD will probably play 
an increasing role in cooperative watershed planning and management, and in the 
preparation and administration of grants for watershed projects. These roles will 
place escalating demands and responsibilities on the district directors and staff.  
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3.  The present capacity of public facilities and adequacy of public services that 

the agency provides or is authorized to provide. 
GDRCD appears to provide an above-average level of resource conservation 
services to district residents. Instead of receiving an increment of local property 
taxes, GDRCD receives revenue to fund its programs through various grants, and
an annual base-contribution from the El Dorado County General Fund.  Although the 
majority of the revenue is only semi-stable due to the uncertain nature of grants and 
the informal funding agreement with the County, the district does not appear to have 
difficulties in financing its operations at this time.  
 

4.  The existence of any social or economic communities of interest in the area if 
the Commission determines that they are relevant to the agency. 
The GDRCD serves multiple distinct communities within the Georgetown Divide, 
including Georgetown, Garden Valley, Cool, Greenwood, Pilot Hill, Kelsey, Quintette 
and Volcanoville. Georgetown and Garden Valley represent the primary 
concentrated, social or economic communities of interest within the district. 
 

Based upon the information contained in this document, it is recommended that the 
Georgetown Divide Resource Conservation District sphere of influence be updated to 
affirm the original sphere, as shown in the map attached to Resolution L-2007-47, which 
is coterminous with its current boundaries.  
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