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6.2 ANNEXATION TO A CITY 
 

Planned urban development contributes to the orderly growth of urban areas.  
Therefore, promotion of planned development is a primary goal of the El Dorado 
County Local Agency Formation Commission.  

 
6.3.1 The fundamental policy of the Commission in considering the 

development status of land, located in or adjacent to an established city 
sphere of influence boundary and contiguous to a city boundary, shall be 
that such development is preferred in cities.  This policy is based on the 
fact that cities exist to provide a broader range of services than do 
special districts (§56001, §56425, §56076). 

 
6.3.2 Developed lands which benefit from municipal services and are 

contiguous to a city boundary, should be annexed to that city providing 
such services. 

 
6.3.3 Urban development and utility expansion plans should be coordinated 

among cities, special districts, and the County, in cooperation with the El 
Dorado County Local Agency Formation Commission. 

 
6.3.4 Land may not be annexed to a city unless it is contiguous to the city at 

the time the proposal is initiated, is owned by the city, is being used for 
municipal purposes at the time Commission proceedings are initiated, 
and does not exceed 300 acres in area (§56741, §56742). 

 
6.3.5 Petitions shall demonstrate the need for municipal services and the city 

to which the territory is being annexed shall be capable of meeting these 
municipal needs (§56700). 

 
6.3.6 A city shall pre-zone undeveloped property to be annexed before the 

Commission takes action on the annexation.  No subsequent change 
may be made to the general plan or zoning of the annexed territory that 
is not in conformance with the pre-zoning designations for a period of 
two years after the completion of the annexation unless the legislative 
body for the city makes a finding at a public hearing that a substantial 
change in circumstances has occurred that necessitate a departure from 
the pre-zoning in the application to the Commission (§15051; §56375). 

 
6.3.7 The city shall be the Lead Agency and LAFCO shall be the Responsible 

Agency, for environmental review of any pre-zone and related change of 
organization.  The City shall consult with LAFCO during the CEQA 
process, provide a written response to LAFCO’s input, and submit 
environmental documentation to LAFCO pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
§15050, §15381, §15096, §15051. 
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